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allowing the opportunity to slip, declared Bulgaria an inde-
pendent Kingdom and proclaimed himself Czar of the Bul-
garians. On October I2th Crete declared her independence
and union with Greece. However, this was not finally
effected until the Balkan War of 1912.

The "Young Turks" soon found themselves up against
serious difficulties. Those who had profited under the
Hamidian regime were disconcerted, religious sentiment was
offended, the Musulman clergy declared the Unionists were
defying Allah and that the new laws would make the Qhris-
tians the equals of the "Believers." European customs would
corrupt Turkey. Furthermore, the Arabs and Kurds were
hostile, parliamentary government proved a complication and
the liberty of the Press a danger. Reactionary parties arose
and a way was prepared for the counter-revolution which
broke out on April I3th the following year. Abdul Hamid
hoped to restore the old system of absolute government.
Young Turk officers were murdered and the parliament house
was occupied and Tewfick Pasha appointed Grand Vizier.
But ten days later an army of Young Turkish troops com-
manded by Mahmoud Shevket Pasha marched from Salonica
and occupied Constantinople. Abdul Hamid was deposed
and his brother proclaimed Sultan as Mohammed V. The
Young Turks had recognised the antithesis of a democratic
state governed by an absolute autocrat, but Abdul's life was
spared and he was deported with his harem to Salonica.
His successor was a mere puppet in their hands. The real
leaders of the country were Enver, Talaat, Djavid, Hakki
and Shevket.

4.    THE BOSNIAN CRISIS

IN a memorandum of June ipth in connection with the
possibility of an Austrian annexation of the Turkish provinces
of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Russian desires with regard
to the Freedom of the Straits, Monsieur Iswolski, the Russian
Foreign Minister, informed the Austrian Government that
although neither of these two questions could be settled

374